


HOW DOES GOD 
WANT US TO EXPRESS 

OUR GRATITUDE TO HIM?



HALAL – ָהַלל

Strong's H1984
To be clear

To shine forth

To praise

To boast, even to the point of foolishness



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = being alive

It is not the dead who praise (halal) the LORD, nor any of 
those descending into the silence of death. But we will 
bless the LORD, both now and forever. Hallelujah! 
– Psalm 115:17-18

Let me live, and I will praise (halal) you; 
may your judgments help me. – Psalm 119:175 



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = a decision to praise

Psalm 150 - Praise the LORD (pew Bible pg. 624)



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = a decision to praise

Psalm 150

- Verses 1-5 – Commands to Halal Praise

- Verse 6 – ‘never stop praising (halal) the Lord’

- Halal implies “busying oneself eagerly” to praise



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = bold, even boastful

Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also 
praises (halal) her: "Many women have done noble deeds, 
but you surpass them all!" Charm is deceptive and beauty is 
fleeting, but a woman who fears the LORD will be praised 
(halal). Give her the reward of her labor, and let her works 
praise (halal) her at the city gates. 
– Proverbs 31:28-30



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = public expression

I will give You thanks in the great congregation; 
I will praise (halal) You among a mighty throng. – Psalm 35:18

I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise (halal) you. 
– Psalm 22:22 (cf. Hebrews 2:12)

Acts 3:1-10 (pew Bible pg. 1079)



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = Holy Spirit led

You are holy, O You that inhabit (dwell) the praises (halal)
of Israel.  – Psalm 22:3 (KJV2000)



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = Holy Spirit led

You are holy, O You that inhabit (dwell) the praises (halal) 
of Israel. – Psalm 22:3 (KJV2000)

“But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. 
Yes, the Father wants such people to worship Him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in Spirit and in truth.” – John 4:23-24



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = Holy Spirit led

For God has not given us a Spirit of fear (timidity), but One of 
power, love, and sound judgment. – 2 Timothy 1:7

In Him and through faith in Him we may enter God’s presence 
with boldness and confidence. – Ephesians 3:12 (BSB)

Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with boldness... 
– Hebrews 4:16 



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise = Holy Spirit led

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that openly profess His 
name. – Hebrews 13:15 (NIV)



HALAL – ָהַלל
Halal Praise

To praise God boastfully, boldly, publicly, 
even to the point of looking foolish



TEHILLAH – הִהלְָּת ְּ

Strong's H8416
A song of praise

Tehillah comes from the word, Halal



TEHILLAH – הִהלְָּת ְּ
Tehillah Praise = public expression

I will give [a song of] praise (tehillah) in the great 
assembly because of You; I will fulfill my vows before 
those who fear You. – Exodus 15:11 

I will bless the Lord at all times; His [song of] praise 
(tehillah) shall continually be in my mouth. 
– Deuteronomy 10:21 



TEHILLAH – הִהלְָּת ְּ
Tehillah Praise = bold, even boastful

LORD, who is like You among the gods? Who is like You, 
glorious in holiness, revered with [songs of] praises (tehillim), 
performing wonders? – Exodus 15:11

He is your [song of] praise (tehillah) and He is your God, who 
has done for you these great and awe-inspiring works your 
eyes have seen. – Deuteronomy 10:21

Acts 16:19-26 (pew Bible pg. 1096)



TEHILLAH – הִהלְָּת ְּ
Tehillah Praise = the goal of restoration

Be gracious to me, God.  According to Your faithful love; 
according to your abundant compassion, blot out my rebellion.  
Completely wash away my guilt and cleanse me from my sin.

God, create a clean heart for me 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your [song of] 
praise (tehillah). – Psalm 51:1-2, 10, 15



TEHILLAH – הִהלְָּת ְּ

Tehillah Praise

A song of praise, 
especially a bold or public one



ZAMAR – ָזַמר
Strong's H2167

Praising God with a musical instrument,
with or without voices

Tehillah is a bold, public song of praise

Zamar can be either public or private,
loud or quiet



ZAMAR – ָזַמר
Zamar Praise = public/private

Praise the LORD with the lyre; make music (zamar) to Him 
with a ten-stringed harp. – Psalm 33:2

Sing to Him; sing praise (zamar) to Him; tell about all His 
wondrous works! – 1 Chronicles 16:9



ZAMAR – ָזַמר
Zamar Praise = public/private

Then I will continually sing (zamar) of Your name, fulfilling my 
vows day by day. – Psalm 61:8

Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? He should sing praises. – James 5:13



ZAMAR – ָזַמר
Zamar Praise = public/private

Hallelujah! (halal) How good it is to sing (zamar) to our God, 
for praise (tehillah) is pleasant and lovely. – Psalm 147:1



YADAH – ָיָדה
Strong's H3034

To lift or extend hands 
as an expression of praise or adoration



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = giving thanks

Opposite meaning in Hebrew – to wring your hands, to bemoan

Why, my soul, are you so dejected? Why are you in such 
turmoil? Put your hope in God, for I will still praise (yadah) Him, 
my Savior and my God. – Psalm 42:5



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = being alive

What gain is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise (yadah) You? Will it proclaim Your truth? 
– Psalm 30:9

So I will bless You as long as I live; 
at Your name, I will lift up my hands. – Psalm 63:4



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = public/private

Therefore I will give thanks (yadah) to You among the nations, 
Lord; I will sing praises (zamar) about Your name.
– 2 Samuel 22:50



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = the goal of restoration

On that day you will say: "I will give thanks (yadah) to You, 
LORD, although You were angry with me. Your anger has turned 
away, and You have comforted me.” … And on that day you will 
say: "Give thanks (yadah) to the LORD; proclaim his name! 
Make his works known among the peoples. Declare that his 
name is exalted.” – Isaiah 12: 1 & 4



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = lifting holy hands

For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
humanity, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom 
for all, a testimony at the proper time.  For this I was appointed 
a herald, an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), and 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  Therefore, I want 
the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands without 
anger or argument. – 1 Timothy 2:5-8



YADAH – ָיָדה
Yadah Praise = heart motive is key

Hallelujah! (halal) I will praise (yadah) the LORD with all my 
heart in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation. 
– Psalm 111:1



TODAH – תֹוָדה

Strong's H8426
A thank offering, with extended hands

Todah comes from the word, Yadah



TODAH – תֹוָדה

Todah Praise = a material thank offering

When you offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving (todah) to the LORD, 
offer it of your own free will.  – Leviticus 22:29 (NKJV & literal)

Each person should give as he has decided in his heart--not 
reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver. 
– 2 Corinthians 9:7 (BSB)

Whoever offers praise (todah) glorifies Me – Psalm 50:23



TODAH – תֹוָדה

Todah Praise = thank offering of the heart

When I remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. 
For I used to go with the multitude; I went with them to the 
house of God, with the voice of joy and praise (todah), with a 
multitude that kept a pilgrim feast.  – Psalm 42:4

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving (todah); play the lyre 
(zamar) to our God. – Psalm 147:7



TODAH – תֹוָדה

Todah Praise = a vow to praise

"Sacrifice thank offerings (todah) to God, fulfill your vows to 
the Most High, and call on Me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver you, and you will honor Me."  – Psalm 50:14-15

Vows made to You are binding upon me, O God; I will render 
praises (todah) to You. – Psalm 56:12



TODAH – תֹוָדה

Todah Praise

A thank offering, 

or extending hands in adoration 

or as a vow of praise for things not yet received



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ

Strong's H7623
To praise with a loud voice

To sooth

To still



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ

Shabach Praise = Loud Praise

Exalt (shabach) the LORD, Jerusalem; 
praise (halal) your God, Zion! – Psalm 147:12



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ

Shabach Praise = To Calm or Still

You rule the raging sea; when its waves surge, 
you still (shabach) them. – Psalm 89:9

Mark 4:35-40 – Jesus calming the waves



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ
Shabach Praise = To declare praise and calm 

anxious thoughts

God, you are my God; I eagerly seek you. I thirst for you; my body 
faints for you in a land that is dry, desolate, and without water. So 
I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your 
glory. My lips will glorify (shabach) you because your faithful love 
is better than life. So I will bless you as long as I live; at your name, 
I will lift up my hands. You satisfy me as with rich food; my mouth 
will praise (halal) you with joyful lips. – Psalm 63:1-5



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ

Shabach Praise = A Legacy

One generation shall praise (shabach) Your works to another, 
and shall declare Your mighty acts. – Psalm 145:4 (NASB)



SHABACH – ַבחשְָּ

Shabach Praise

To declare praise in a loud voice 

(so as to sooth, still, or control anxious thoughts)



BARAK – ָבַרְך
Strong's H1288

To kneel in praise and adoration

To submit

To give a blessing



BARAK – ָבַרְך
Barak Praise = Kneeling before the Lord

Then David said to all the assembly, “Bless (barak) the LORD 
your God.” And all the assembly blessed (barak) the LORD, the 
God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and paid homage 
to the LORD and to the king.  – 1 Chronicles 29:20 (ESV)

But I live with integrity; redeem me and be gracious to me. 
My foot stands on level ground; I will bless (barak) the LORD 
in the assemblies. – Psalm 26:11-12



BARAK – ָבַרְך
Barak Praise = Kneeling before the Lord

I will bless (barak) the LORD who counsels me – even at night 
when my thoughts trouble me. – Psalm 16:7



BARAK – ָבַרְך
Barak Praise = Submitting to God’s direction

When the leaders lead in Israel, when the people volunteer, 
blessed (barak) be the LORD. – Judges 5:2



BARAK – ָבַרְך
Barak Praise = Kneeling in your Heart

My soul, bless (barak) the LORD, and all that is within me, 
bless (barak) His holy name. My soul, bless (barak) the LORD, 
and do not forget all His benefits. – Psalm 103:1-2

I will bless (barak) the LORD at all times; his [song of] praise 
(tehillah) will always be on my lips. I will boast (halal) in the 
LORD; the humble will hear and be glad. – Psalm 34:1-2



A Palette of Praise
My lips will glorify (shabach) you because your faithful love is 
better than life. So I will bless (barak) you as long as I live; at your 
name, I will lift up my hands. You satisfy me as with rich food; my 
mouth will praise (halal) you with joyful lips. – Psalm 63:3-5

Enter his gates with thanksgiving (todah) and his courts with praise 
(tehillah). Give thanks (yadah) to him and bless (barak) his name. 
– Psalm 100:4

I will praise you (yadah), Lord, among the peoples; I will sing 
praises (zamar) to you among the nations. – Psalm 57:9




